consideration is paramount when 
the question arises ot tinding excep- 
tions to the truthtelling rule in a 
specific case. 

ERTAIN FEATURES OF the doctor- 
relationship distinguish 
it from all others. Because patients 
are often fearful and always de- 
pendent, while doctors are secure in 
prestige and expertise, doctors have 
a special obligation to protect their 
patients’ rights. One of these rights 
is that of individual choice, which 
depends upon an open relationship. 
It is the physician who must assume 
the burden of setting the tone and 
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of promoting this openness. 

The patient-doctor relationship 
is a partnership formed to maintain 
and improve the health of the 
patient, including his physical and 
emotional well-being. Although 
patients and their physicians may, 
and often do, differ in what they feel 
will benefit the patient most, they 
must be devoted to the goal of 
health through an alliance based on 
understanding. Joseph Fletcher, 
author of “Medical Diagnosis: Our 
Right to Know the Truth,” believes 
that truth and trust are interde- 
pendent; they require and presup- 
pose each other. Since trust is 


essential for establishing human 
relations and forms the basis of 
mutual understanding between per- 
sons, the moral rule of truthtelling 
should not be open to violation. 
The great potential for harm 
from deception and the overriding 
importance that trust and faith play 
in the human relation in which the 
doctor stands with his patient must 
be acknowledged. Respect for the 
dying patient obligates the physi- 
cian to fully disclose all the infor- 
mation he has. This rule governing 
truthtelling and the dying patient is 
crucial and requires a full moral and 
professional consensus. 0 
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